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CHAPTER 74

_______________

EDUCATION - UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES
_______________

HOUSE BILL 04-1037

BY REPRE SENTATIVE(S) Hodge, Borodkin, Boyd, Butcher, Carroll, Cerbo, Clapp, Cloer, Co leman, Decker, Frangas, Garcia,

Jahn, Larson , Mad den , Marshall , May M ., McFadyen, McGihon, Merrifield, Miller, Paccione, Plant, Ragsdale, Rhod es,

Romano ff, Spence, Spradl ey, Stafford, Tochtro p, Vigil, Weddig, Weissmann, Welker, Wiens, and  Williams S.;

also SENATOR(S) Keller, Fitz-Gerald, Gordon, Groff, Hagedorn, Hanna, Isgar, Nichol, Sandoval, Takis, Tapia, Tupa, Veiga, and

Windels.

AN ACT

CONCERNING THE TREATMENT OF AMERICAN SIG N L AN GU AG E A S A  FOR EIG N L AN GU AG E IN

EDUCATION.
 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1.  Article 1 of title 23, Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended BY
THE ADDITION OF A NEW SECTION to read:

23-1-128.  Commission directive - American sign language in higher
education institutions.  (1)  AS USED IN THIS SECTION, UNLESS THE CONTEXT

OTHERWISE REQUIRES:

(a)  "AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE" MEANS THE NATURAL LANGUAGE RECOGNIZED

GLOBALLY THAT IS USED BY MEMBERS OF THE DEAF COMMUNITY AND THAT IS

LINGUISTICALLY COMPLETE WITH UNIQUE RULES FOR LANGUAGE STRUCTURE AND USE,
THAT INCLUDE PHONOLOGY, MORPHOLOGY, SYNTAX, SEMANTICS, AND DISCOURSE.

(b)  "HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTION" MEANS A STATE-SUPPORTED INSTITUTION

OF HIGHER EDUCATION.

(2)  ON AND AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SECTION, A HIGHER EDUCATION

INSTITUTION IN THE STATE MAY OFFER ONE OR MORE ELECTIVE COURSES IN AMERICAN

SIGN LANGUAGE.

(3) (a)  ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 1, 2004, THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT THE

NECESSARY POLICIES AND PROCEDURES TO REQUIRE HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS

IN THE STATE TO TREAT AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE FOR
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PURPOSES OF GRANTING AND RECEIVING ACADEMIC CREDIT.

(b)  THE COMMISSION SHALL SPECIFY IN THE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES DESCRIBED

IN PARAGRAPH (a) OF THIS SUBSECTION (3) THAT:

(I)  A STUDENT WHO IS ENROLLED IN A HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTION THAT

OFFERS AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE COURSES MAY RECEIVE ACADEMIC CREDIT FOR

THE COURSES EITHER BY COMPLETING THE COURSES OR BY DEMONSTRATING

PROFICIENCY IN AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE, IF THE HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTION

GIVES CREDIT FOR COMPLETING COURSES OR DEMONSTRATING PROFICIENCY IN ANY

OTHER FOREIGN LANGUAGE;

(II)  ACADEMIC CREDIT RECEIVED FOR EITHER COMPLETING AN AMERICAN SIGN

LANGUAGE COURSE OR DEMONSTRATING PROFICIENCY IN AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE

MAY BE COUNTED TOWARD SATISFACTION OF ANY FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS

OF THE HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTION OFFERING THE COURSES, EXCEPT THOSE

REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO THE CONTENT OF THE ACADEMIC MAJOR; AND

(III)  ACADEMIC CREDIT RECEIVED FOR EITHER SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE COURSES IN A SECONDARY SCHOOL OR HIGHER

EDUCATION INSTITUTION OR DEMONSTRATED PROFICIENCY IN AMERICAN SIGN

LANGUAGE MAY BE COUNTED TOWARD SATISFACTION OF THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE

ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS OF A HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTION IN THE STATE.

SECTION 2.  Article 32 of title 22, Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended BY
THE ADDITION OF A NEW SECTION to read:

22-32-133.  American sign language.  (1)  AS USED IN THIS SECTION, UNLESS THE

CONTEXT OTHERWISE REQUIRES:

(a)  "AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE" MEANS THE NATURAL LANGUAGE RECOGNIZED

GLOBALLY THAT IS USED BY MEMBERS OF THE DEAF COMMUNITY AND THAT IS

LINGUISTICALLY COMPLETE WITH UNIQUE RULES FOR LANGUAGE STRUCTURE AND USE,
THAT INCLUDE PHONOLOGY, MORPHOLOGY, SYNTAX, SEMANTICS, AND DISCOURSE.

(b)  "SCHOOL DISTRICT" MEANS ANY SCHOOL DISTRICT ORGANIZED AND EXISTING

PURSUANT TO LAW, BUT DOES NOT INCLUDE A JUNIOR COLLEGE DISTRICT.

(c)  "STATE BOARD" MEANS THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION CREATED AND

EXISTING PURSUANT TO SECTION 1 OF ARTICLE IX OF THE STATE CONSTITUTION.

(2)  ON AND AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SECTION, A SCHOOL DISTRICT MAY

OFFER ONE OR MORE ELECTIVE COURSES IN AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE.

(3)  A SCHOOL DISTRICT MAY ELECT TO TREAT AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE AS A

FOREIGN LANGUAGE AND MAY:

(a)  GRANT ACADEMIC CREDIT FOR COMPLETION OF AN AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE

COURSE OR DEMONSTRATED PROFICIENCY IN AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE ON THE

SAME BASIS AS THE SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF A FOREIGN LANGUAGE; AND
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(b)  COUNT COMPLETION OF AN AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE COURSE OR

DEMONSTRATED PROFICIENCY IN AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE TOWARD THE

FULFILLMENT OF ANY FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT FOR GRADUATION.

SECTION 3.  Article 80 of title 22, Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended BY
THE ADDITION OF A NEW SECTION to read:

22-80-118.  Provide assistance - public education - American sign language.
(1)  THE SCHOOL MAY, UPON REQUEST, PROVIDE ASSISTANCE, ADVICE, AND GUIDANCE

TO:

(a)  THE COLORADO COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION REGARDING THE

ADOPTION OF THE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES INVOLVING AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE

DESCRIBED IN SECTION  23-1-128 (3), C.R.S.;

(b)  HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS REGARDING THE DEVELOPMENT,
ESTABLISHMENT, AND TEACHING OF AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE COURSES;

(c)  THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION REGARDING THE PROMULGATION OF RULES

INVOLVING AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE DESCRIBED IN SECTION 22-32-133; AND

(d)  SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARDS OF EDUCATION IN IMPLEMENTING AMERICAN SIGN

LANGUAGE POLICIES DESCRIBED IN SECTION 22-32-133.

SECTION 4.  Effective date.  This act shall take effect at 12:01 a.m. on the day
following the expiration of the ninety-day period after final adjournment of the
general assembly that is allowed for submitting a referendum petition pursuant to
article V, section 1 (3) of the state constitution (August 4, 2004, if adjournment sine
die is on May 5, 2004); except that, if a referendum petition is filed against this act
or an item, section, or part of this act within such period, then the act, item, section,
or part, if approved by the people, shall take effect on the date of the official
declaration of the vote thereon by proclamation of the governor.

Approved: April 5, 2004
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